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istic style by an enthusiast who vents his ideas and
opinions with the gusto of a father describing his
first born male child. If it is not a rigidly scientific
manuscript, it is interesting as the revelation of an
active, restless mind which jumps from point to
point in the narrative even as the author has
scrambled from rock to rock in his quest among the
macrocytic anemias.
The first half of the monograph deals with the

study of macrocytic anemia in general. The latter
half is concerned with folic acid. The impression
conveyed is summarized by the statement (on page
46) that of 218 persons who received folic acid
"every person with Addisonian pernicious anemia,
sprue, nutritional macrocytic anemia, macrocytic
anemia of pregnancy and nutritional leukopenia has
responded satisfactorily." One has to read another
30 pages before he finds out that combined system
disease not only fails to regress but may actually
develop while the patient is receiving folic acid. It
therefore is not a substitute for liver extract but at
present actually is harmful unless given under con-
trolled experimental conditions. One may mention,
too, that other investigators have not had the author's
uniformly happy hematological response in non-
tropical sprue.

* * *

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF OBSTETRICS. By
Joseph B. DeLee, M.D., and J. P. Greenhill, M.D. Ninth
Edition, with 1108 illustrations on 860 flgures, 211 in color.
W. B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia. 1947. Price $10.00.

This grand old text has been revised extensively
by Dr. J. P. Greenhill, who for many years was a
close associate of the late Doctor DeLee. Doctor
Greenhill edited the previous edition with pious re-
spect for the departed author without making major
changes. In the present edition he has dropped
much that had become traditional and outmoded
and added considerable material in line with progress
in the fundamental and clinical sciences. A number
of the old chapters have been rewritten in their
entirety; several new chapters have been added. The
present edition has been enhanced by many new
illustrations cleverly designed to help the beginner
in visualizing difficult problems.

Analgesia and anesthesia has been brought up-to-
date in text and graphic depiction of technical
matters. Methods are compared critically in regard
to safety and hazards. This chapter condenses much
useful and basic information into relatively few
pages, making it easy for the busy practitioner and
overworked student to acquire basic knowledge with
a minimal amount of reading. Fetal erythroblastosis
and the Rh factor actually can be read with profit
and enjoyment, having been boiled down to essen-
tials without obscuring the subject matter with highly
technical descriptions. The chapters dealing with
various aspects of physiology are well illustrated
and the respective discussions deal with a difficult
subject in a manner that should please teacher and
student alike and even might entice the busy prac-
titioner to revise old notions. The various chapters

dealing with the architecture of the pelvis and its
bearing on the mechanisms of labor are a bit dis-
jointed, as they are in most obstetrical texts, but they
contain much useful information, though the re-
viewer would have welcomed a more extensive dis-
cussion of the comparative value of radiographic
and manual pelvimetry. However, salient factors in
pelvic architecture and their bearing on labor are
reviewed in the light of traditional as well as anthro-
pomorphic values so that the observant student can
equip himself adequately for a better understanding
of the normal and abnormal mechanism of labor.

Doctor Greenhill has enhanced the value of chap-
ters describing the various disease processes en-
countered in pregnancy by adding newer conceptions
of their etiology and their treatment. Chapters cover-
ing normal pregnancy and labor essentially were left
unchanged. Operative obstetrics are illustrated in
detail, including the newer techniques of extraperi-
toneal cesarean section. Much of the treatment
described in the various chapters is based on ex-
perience at the Chicago Lying-In Hospital. A more
extensive discussion of proven methods used else-
where would have enhanced the value of therapeutic
matters. However, this purely is the personal reaction
of the reviewer and in no way is meant to belittle the
splendid job done by Doctor Greenhill in perpetuat-
ing one of the great textbooks of obstetrics.

* * *

PRACTICAL PHYSIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY, Twelfth
Edition. By Philip B. Hawk, Ph.D., President, Food Re-
search Laboratories, Inc., Long Island City, New York;
Bernard L. Oser, Ph.D., Director, Food Research Labora-
tories, Inc., Long Island City, New York, and William H.
Summerson, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Biochemistry,
Cornell University Medical College, New York City. Copy-
right 1947. The Blakiston Company, Publishers, Philadel-
phia. Price $10.00.

The present edition, appearing 40 years after the
first and ten years after the most recent edition, ex-
emplifies the growth and present state of physi-
ological chemistry. Its well-printed and well-bound
1,323 pages contain directions for carrying out
almost every qualitative or quantitative chemical
analysis likely to find a place in medicine.
Many modern devices and their applications are

discussed: the polarograph, electrophoresis appara-
tus, photoelectric colorimeter, flame photometer,
photoelectric quartz spectro-photometer, photofluoro-
meter, and mass spectrometer, each recieve attention.
There is a section on isotopes, and a chapter on anti-
biotics and metabolic antagonists; the 17-keto-
steroids are included.

There appear to be few shortcomings. Urinary
casts are described, but the chemical properties
causing the disappearance of hyaline casts from
dilute or alkaline urine receive no attention. Methods
are not given for the determination of substances
used in the measurement of glomerular filtration
rate or renal plasma flow. Watson's simple test for
the detection of porphobilinogen in the urine is
omitted. In many places, interpretations of the re-
sults of chemical analyses leave much to be desired.


